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T  he Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 

and Mary were born in Mallorca (17/08/1890) 

and have returned to Mallorca every six years 

to "be reborn" in an Assembly where they 

evaluate the past and project the future. They have 

just done so in their XXth General Chapter (from Ja-

nuary 21st to February 2nd). Their meeting place has 

been the Sanctuary of Lluc, which the Congregation 

has attended to for 128 years, in the shadow of its 

patron saint, the Virgin Mary. Its motto has been: 

"Attracted and sent by a God with a heart".  

It was a very large group of about 40, including reli-

gious and lay people, who work side by side, spread 

over three continents. Their Sacricordian Family is 

made up of about 150 religious (50% of whom are 

under 50 years old) and about 200 lay men and 

women. Although at present young vocations are 

scarce in Europe and Latin America, they are flouris-

hing in Africa.  

In this Chapter they asked themselves how to re-

create the charisma of the new cordiality for the 21st 

century: arms open to welcome the whole world, wi-

thout exclusion, to help heal wounded hearts, to ser-

ve the transpierced in the transpierceds, to announ-

ce the Gospel to the poor. 

They have renewed their General Animation Team 

(General Council), choosing Fr. Antonio Fernández 

Cano (Valencian) as Superior General, Fr. Emilio Ve-

lasco Triviño (Madrid) as Vicar and Secretary General, 

Fr. Dominique Savio Tuyisenge (Rwandan) as General 

Administrator, Frs. Anaclet Mbuguje (Rwandan) and 

Paulin Neme (Cameroonian) as General Councilors. 

THE Missionaries Of The Sacred Hearts  
ELECT FR. ANTONIO FERNANDEZ CANO  

AS THEIR NEW SUPERIOR GENERAL 

 

Burning      bush 
Bulletin of the XX General Chapter - 2 February 2020 - English - Nº6 

Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 



2 

The capitulants also worked on other congregational tasks 

together with the invited lay men and women representing 

the different areas of Shared Mission: Concordia Solidarity 

Foundation, Procura Sacred Hearts missions, Joaquim Rosse-

lló Educational Centers, Lay Missionaries. 

 

PROFILE OF THE NEW SUPERIOR GENERAL  

The new Superior General is 61 years old, born on 

29/03/1958 in Valencia. He attended secondary school in Ma-

drid and Murcia. He is a graduate of Law from the UIB (1975-

1980). He worked in administration and teaching in the Mur-

cia Region until he joined the Congregation. He did his noviti-

ate and studied philosophy in the Faculty of Theology in Bar-

celona and theology in the Faculty of Buenos Aires. He was 

ordained a priest in Madrid (2009). He worked in the Domini-

can Republic and Valencia. He is currently serving as General 

Administrator of the Congregation with priestly ministries in 

Lluc and La Real. 

 

G aspar Alemany, member of the Delegation of 

Mallorca presided over morning prayers and 

mass. In his homily, he invited us to meditate 

on Psalm 23(22) "The Lord is my shepherd": the 

most important thing is to know the shepherd, not just 

the psalm. In the words of Pope Francis, to be shep-

herds with the smell of the sheep. We also prayed at 

the Mass for the first anniversary of the death of Fr. 

Manuel Soler.  

After the Mass, we went to the table to take breakfast, 

then at 09h15 we met in the chapter hall to start the 

work of the day. We begin with the prayer for the 20th 

Chapter made in Catalan, and then we continue listen-

ing attentively to yesterday's Acts and proceed to the 

approvals.  

Sister Viviana, who is responsible for methodological 

advice, invited us to continue to study in depth the 

theme of reorganization, which we had begun by read-

ing an article by Father Aquilino Bocos, C.M.F., "KEYS TO 

A REORGANIZATION PROCESS IN RELIGIOUS INSTI-

TUTES".  

 
Ninth day of the General Chapter 
JANUARY 29 



3 

 
By Delegation, we met with the objective of the challen-

ges we face in restructuring and reorganizing our hou-

ses. The proposals of each delegation were:  

 

DELEGATION OF MALLORCA 

 To strengthen the personnel of the Delegation (in particular the house 

of La Real) in view of the missionary line especially in the parish minis-

try.  

 Work and deepen the sense of the sacramental family 

 

DELEGATION OF THE IBERIAN PENINSULA  

 Attention to the elderly 

 Reinforcement of the staff of the community of Valencia. 

 Concern for the future of the community of Artajona.  

 

DELEGATION OF CENTRAL AFRICA  

 Balance and strengthen the houses with the staff, especially those of Nkol-NGON and Okoa Maria 

 To strengthen the parish pastoral council of the three parishes we have. 

 Implement a system of staff rotation (staff circularity) after a period to be determined by the Delegation. 

 Draw up a strategic plan for the Delegation for a given period in order to respond efficiently to self-financing 

and mission. 

 Implement the self-financing projects we have. 

 To promote the communion of goods among the houses in order to support the mission of the brothers who 

are on the periphery.  

 

DELEGATION OF EAST AFRICA 

 To widen the structures of the novitiate to welcome more novices and to see how to combine the criterion of 

limiting the number of those admitted to the pre-novitiate with the problem of lack of personnel that the Con-

gregation is suffering from. 

 To complete the arch of formation from the pre-novitiate to the completion of philosophy in Rwanda itself. 

 Founding a community in Uganda as a place of formation. 

 

DELEGATION OF PLATA  

 Reinforce the animation of the Delegation with the participation of young people. 

 Do not give up the dream of opening a house in Argentina which would not be too far from the two houses 

that already exist (Lugano and "22 de enero"). 

 They support the opening of a house of formation for students II in Africa 

 

DELEGATION OF THE CARIBBEAN 

 To increase their financial contributions for training, both in cash and in food. 

 Having the next General Chapter in the summer. 

 Reduce the General Council of the Congregation to five members. 

 To have a formation house in Argentina, and another in the Dominican Republic, in order to open another in 

Africa (for vocational and sustainability criteria) 
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PROPOSAL FOR A NEW FOUNDATION IN AN 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY 
 

After these contributions from the Delegations, the 

president of the chapter, Fr. Emilio VELASCO, asked to 

give the floor to Fr. Sunday TOR who at present be-

longs to the Delegation of the Caribbean (though his 

Delegation of origin is that Central Africa) so that he 

could present to the whole chapter assembly his pro-

posal for a new foundation in Nigeria. 

The reasons advanced - taken from that letter - are 

the following: 

 

  The growing numbers of Nigerians brothers in the 

Congregation. We already have 6 Nigerian brothers: 

two priests, three theology students (one of them is in 

final year) and a novice. We also have news that three 

other Nigerians are participating in the vocation mee-

tings in Cameroon. 

  The second reason is the strategic position of Nigeria 

in Africa both at the demographic (about 195 million) 

and economic levels. This is a force to be reckoned 

with. Economically, Nigeria is the largest economy in 

Africa (...). These two factors play a fundamental role in 

the Catholic Church in Nigeria: on one hand, abundant 

vocations, especially in the regions of the Centre 

(Milddle Belt) and the South (South East), and on the 

other hand, the Nigerian faithful take responsibility for 

the care and support of the life and mission of their 

pastors.  

  At the political level too, Nigeria plays an important 

role in the region. Many countries have their embassies 

there and some of the Nigerian airports (Abuja and La-

gos) serve as connections to other surrounding coun-

tries. 

  A community in Abuja will facilitate visa procedures 

for our students and brothers of the Central African 

Delegation who would have to travel to Argentina. 

After this presentation by Fr. Sunday Tor, the chapter 

assembly proceeded unanimously to define the line of 

action and prioritized some concrete actions to be tak-

en into account in the next six years (2020-2026). 

 

LINE OF ACTION:  

Revitalize the mission and revive the charisma, pro-

mote new vocations for our Sacricordian Family, care 

for the quality of life - especially of our elderly and the 

sick - and maintain the economic sustainability of the 

Institute as transversal criteria in any process of reor-

ganization without losing sight of an overall vision of 

the whole Congregation. 

 

ACTIONS:  

Give continuity to the process of restructuring or re-

organizing the houses of formation: pre-novitiates, 

novitiate, philosophy, theology. 

Reinforce communities by discerning urgent needs 

and promoting the circularity of personnel in order to 

foster the missionary dimension.  

Discern new foundations taking into account the 

need for the Congregation to open up to the English-

speaking world.  

We finished the morning phase with the definition of 

these actions, and then we went to have a delicious 

lunch. After lunch, before going to our rooms to take a 
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siesta, we went to the cemetery of Escorca to pray with 

and for our deceased brothers who rest there. In the 

prayer led by Fr. Josep AMENGUAL, we commend them 

to the mercy of God and ask that they intercede for us 

and for the whole Congregation. We end with the song 

"Si és moreneta" to the Virgin of Lluc, which means: "take 

me, Virgin, when my eyes will be closed".  

In the afternoon, from 3:30 p.m., we listened to the re-

port of the General Council on the commissions of the 

XIX Chapter based on four points: 

 

Collaboration between the Delegations 

The General Council has made good progress on this 

issue with increased collaboration with the Delegations. 

Some initiatives of specific collaboration between the 

Delegations of the same continent have been made con-

crete. Sometimes also between those of different conti-

nents (e.g. visits of Frs. Reynés and Amengual to the 

DLC). 

 

About the Secretariats 

The Council made a first contact with the Secretariats 

(PJV, LMSSCC, Solidarity Mission...) in the Delegations to 

know how they work but then the collaboration has not 

always materialized as expected in all areas. One of the 

secretariats that has worked best since the central ani-

mation is that of formation. The General Council has 

faced the difficulty of coordinating the Secretariats in a 

centralized manner and has preferred to strengthen 

them in each Delegation and to review their functioning 

during the visits of the Superior General. 

 

 

 

 

 

On the modification of the duration of the Chapter 

period from 6 to 4 years. 

After the analysis of some the reasons for and against 

the proposal, the consultation made to the Teresians of 

Fr. Poveda on the process followed by them, the General 

Council has not advanced on this topic nor has it ma-

tured their reflection in this sense nor does it have a con-

sensual proposal to present to this XX Chapter. 

 

On the change of title of the Superior General 

After the extensive study made by Fr. Josep Amengual, 

it is canonically inadvisable to change the title because it 

would imply embarking on a complex process of reform-

ing our Directory, which would also need the approval of 

Rome and could meet with resistance because the CIC 

speaks of 'Superior General' and never of 'Visitor Gen-

eral'. It seems that there are even Congregations that 

have been denied the opportunity.  

The change of title would also have different implica-

tions since the change would have to be registered at the 

religious level and at the civil level. 

We believe that the simplest thing to do is to continue 

to use this title freely except in 'official' documents in 

which the name recognized in the Rules must appear 

(e.g., Acts, decrees, rescripts...). 

For us, this 'internal' use would be free of those nega-

tive connotations pointed out in Father Amengual's study 

and must always be placed within the framework of the 

Founder's style of animation.   

We finished in the chapter hall by gathering all the work 

of the day and offering it to God through prayer led by 

Fr. Jaume Reynes. 

 

P. Simon Valdez NGAH, M.SS.CC. 
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S 
 ister Viviana Aróstegui, who is methodologically 

accompanying the activities of this General 

Chapter, invited us to start the day with a mo-

ment of personal reflection and prayer.  She 

gave us a text titled: "Reflection in times of good and new 

wine" and another one on the creed of the General Ani-

mation Team.   

After a moment of reflection and prayer, we came back 

to the General Chapter hall where we listened to the re-

port on how the General Animation Team lived the creed 

of Animation of the last General Chapter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE GENERAL ANIMATION 

TEAM DURING THE SIX-YEAR PERIOD 
The question is how has the general animation service 

been in the last six years? 

 

The general tone has been: 

 

 Thank you for the enriching experience. It was an 

opportunity to grow as a person, as a Christian and 

as a congregation. 

 Communication with modern means of communi-

cation - Circulation of information - We had a guid-

ing plan - animation project - from the chapter 

document and the animation creed. It was revised, 

evaluated at the mid-point of the six-year period - 

participation, involvement of all. 

 Confidentiality, prevailed a cordial, free and dia-

loguing environment - Consensus, Mutual Accom-

paniment, 

 Synodality, plurality of opinions - we have given the 

best of ourselves - we have applied the creed - in-

volvement of all - good experience in which we 

have favoured agreements through consensus, 

unity, friendship and fraternity - cordiality and 

freedom. 

 
Tenth day of the General Chapter 
JANUARY 30 

After morning prayers and Eucharist and lunch, 

Prayer for the General Chapter in French 

Reading of the minutes and approval of yesterday's sessions. 
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 External advice - and the Delegations, the Lay Mis-

sionaries and the volunteers and agents of the 

Mission of Solidarity have moved. 

 Spaces for formation and prayer - We managed to 

keep the topics on track . 

 

After sharing their experience, Sister Viviana thanked 

the General Animación Team for the service they have 

given and summarized the coincidences that came out of 

it as faithfulness, seriousness and regularity in meetings, 

listening to the Delegations and visits.  

 

The afternoon sessions began with the communication 

by the Delegate of the Caribbean, Fr. Julio Cesar, of the 

news circulating in the press that Father Théogène 

NYIRIMANZI was shot on the leg during a demonstration 

near the town of Fantino and is now in hospital BUT OUT 

OF DANGER. 

 

REFLECTIONS AND REACTION OF THE  

ASSEMBLY ON THE SELF-EVALUATION  

OF THE GENERAL ANIMATION TEAM.  
 

In many points, the assembly also evaluated positively 

the six-year period. Some negative experiences had to 

do with the intergenerational conflicts, different rhythms 

in the Congregation. 

After the dialogue, we continued with the theme of the 

configuration of the new General Animation Team. It was 

more of a juridical discussion based on the proposal of 

the Delegation of Mallorca as regards to the modification 

of articles of our Directory, 504 and 506: 

- Composition of the General Council. 

- The residence and the requirements on the delibera-

tive vote. 

Somos misioneros en salida 
Que ellos nos etimulen a salir fuera,  

a ser discípulos misioneros que anuncian tu Reino,  

llamados a extender tu Palabra de fuego, 

en cada Iglesia, en cada cultura, en cada pueblo,  

más allá de cualquier frontera. 

De la liturgia del día. 
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Eleventh day 
31st JANUARY 2020 

    THE FOLLOWING WAS AGREED: 
The General Council should encourage the participation and involvement of the De-

legates in the animation of the Congregation through. 

 

 Meeting of the Extended General Councils (at least twice in six years) 

 Opportunity to meet on the occasion of the Consultative Board 

 Inform all the Delegates before each meeting of the General Animation Team  so 

that they Can propose themes, concerns and needs of their Delegations  

 When necessary, a Delegate should participate directly in a meeting of the General 

Council.   

Morning Prayer and the Eucharist were presided over by Fr.  

Pierre M., accompanied by Fr. Yves. After breakfast, we met again 

in the chapter hall at 9.15AM. At 9.30am, we said the prayer for the 

Chapter in Spanish. The moderator of the day was Fr. Nino Ramos, 

who asked the secretary of the Chapter, Anaclet Mbuguje, to pre-

sent the minutes of the previous sessions. After the correction and 

approval of the minutes, Sr. Viviana continued with yesterday's 

process: the service and mode of animation of the General Council 

contained in the proposal of the Delegation of Mallorca. 

 

 1. The new General Animation Team. 

2. Father Anaclet Mbuguje, secretary of the XX 
General Chapter. 
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It was agreed that this clarification be added to the Board of 

Directors number 506.  

We then moved on to discernment for the election of the new 

General Animation Team. Sr. Viviana insisted during any deci-

sion-making process, it is the Spirit of truth and love that 

moves us; it is the same Spirit of love that moves people to 

choose others. Love of charity is the principle, and the re-

source of discernment.  

After the reflection, Sr. Viviana invited us to begin the survey 

by proposing 5 names. Once the survey was over, we took a 

break after which we began the elections. 

Elections started with the Superior General and his Vicar. The 

Superior General elected is Antonio Fernández Cano while the 

elected Vicar General is Emilio López Velasco. Each one of them 

took his oath and made his profession of faith. 

Then, we went to lunch. At 3.30PM. We returned to the chap-

ter hall to continue with the elections of the remaining three 

councilors. Dominique Savio Tuyisenge was elected as counci-

lor and General Administrator. The new Superior General as 

Secretary General proposed Vicar General Elect Emilio Velasco. 

The Chapter Assembly voted and he was elected as Secretary 

General. Finally, three rounds were necessary for the election 

of each of the two remaining councilors. Anaclet Mbuguje was 

the first to be elected while Paulin Neme was the second. Both 

accepted their election.  

Thus, the complete list of the General Council for the next six-

year 2020/2026 is as follows: 

 

Superior General: Antonio Fernandez Cano. 

Vicar and Secretary General: Emilio Velasco. 

General Administrator: Dominique Tuyisengue. 

General Councilor: Anaclet Mbuguje.  

General Councilor: Paulin Neme.   

 

After the election, we took an hour break. On our return to 

the Chapter Hall, sr. Viviana informed us that the General 

Chapter would close tomorrow, Saturday, with dinner to allow 

those who are travelling on Sunday to do so without problems.  

Tomorrow's session will begin at 9.00AM.   

 

Sunday Tor , M.SS.CC. 

The incoming and outgoing Animation Team. 
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A t the end of our 20th General Chapter, under the protection of our patroness, 

the Moreneta de Lluc, we are happy to share with you a message of hope 

that comes from the heart. 

Attracted and sent by a God with a heart, we have entered the desert and 

there we have been seduced by the burning bush of the Sacred Hearts. Burnt by these 

"lights of most ardent charity and love" we recognize that we have been sent by them to re-

kindle the fire of the charisma and to light it up everywhere and by all possible means as 

missionaries of His Love. 

A 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: Congregants, Laymen and Laywomen M.SS.CC., collabora-

tors of the Joachim Rosselló Educational Centers, Concordia Solidaria Foundation, Sa-

cred Hearts Missions – Procura, and all those who, in one way or another, feel connec-

ted to our Sacricordian Family. 

 

 

Final MESSAGE  
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We are immensely happy that the Chapter Hall has regained the presence of the lay men 

and women who were absent at the previous Chapter. With them we have felt the presence 

of the Spirit of the Transcendent who gathers us and has made us experience once more 

that we are a charismatic family called to share spirituality and mission. Furthermore, we 

have been convinced of the need to open spaces of joint animation, which, according to the 

Creed elaborated on that occasion, is inspired in Jesus of Nazareth who allowed himself to 

be moved by the Spirit and in our Father Founder, who "let God do". 

Along the way, Father José Cristo Rey García Paredes, cmf, accompanied us. He unsettled 

our hearts, as well as encouraged us to accept our shadows, to receive the unexpected and 

disconcerting future that comes over us. Likewise, he invites us to enter into a process of 

conversion to live the freshness of the Gospel with audacity and in this way to write with our 

lives new stories of cordiality from a charisma of a small minority, in communities config-

ured by mission. 

We were happy to be able to choose in a fraternal atmosphere the new General Animation 

Team that will help us to walk as a Sacricordian Family, to make Fr. Joachim's dream a reality 

today, here and now in each Delegation and in each area of Shared Mission. 

From the heart, gratitude for all that we have experienced during this Chapter flows like a 

spring. Our acknowledgements to Sister Viviana Aróstegui, NDC, who once again advised us 

methodologically and accompanied our General Chapter process from her competence and 

in her condition as a woman and consecrated person. We felt a great charismatic affinity 

with her and her competence helped us to work with ease. 

Thanks to all of you, who from the different places of our congregation, have accompanied 

us every day in prayer and have encouraged us with messages full of encouragement and 

hope. 

With the same grateful attitude, we invite all of us to receive this Chapter Document as a 

road map, which will set the guidelines for the implementation of the lines and agreements 

proposed for this six-year period, which has already begun. We have to keep on walking', 

said Blessed Enrique Angelelli. Let us not be afraid. We are accompanied by the certainty 

that the Spirit of the One who has attracted us to communicate his happiness, now also 

sends us on mission, to continue working to set fire to the earth and thus see it kindled with 

the desire that all its inhabitants have life in abundance.  

Here we are, Good Father. You are with us. Send us. AMEN. 
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Un abrazo y nuestra plegaria por el Capítulo y por cada 

uno de ustedes que son nuestros padres capitulares. Desde 

Puerto Rico con ustedes en sintonía estamos. Sabemos que 

esta semana final de nuestro Capítulo es, de por sí, una se-

mana ardua. La zarza arde y hay que decalzarse, pues sa-

bemos que el terreno congregacional que pisamos es sa-

grado. Desde estos lares nos fiamos siempre del Dios que 

ha bajado para escuchar el grito del pueblo, y en ustedes 

está la voz y el grito de cada una de nuestras Delegaciones. 

Que podamos gestar-hacer el camino de nuestro nuevo 

desierto, sabiendo que el Señor pasa en medio de nuestra 

Congregación. Tiempo de escuchar los gritos inefables del 

Espríritu, y en el desierto Dios nos habla al corazón. Con 

nuestra oración. 

Toni Romero, Francisco José, Toni Ramos - M.SS.CC. 

* 

ENHORABUENA. NOS ALEGRA ESTA NUEVA ELECCION. 

Ana María Sánchez. 

* 

Bendiciones para ese extraordinario equipo, que Dios a 

elegido para llevar la animación. Pido al espíritu Santo les 

siga guiando. Un abrazo en el amor de los SS.CC.  

Gladys Martínez de Liz, LMSSCC Rep. Dominicana. 

 

Felicidades para el P.Antonio Fernández, muchas bendi-

ciones y éxitos. Que los Sagrados Corazones le acompañen. 

Venecia Jiménez Melo. 

* 

Felicitaciones al nuevo Equipo Animador General!! Los 

saludo desde Roma. Rezo por ustedes y toda la Congrega-

ción de los SS. CC. 

P. Carlos Tissera. (Obispo de Quilmes. Argentina). 

* 

Uno mi oración por esos hermanos y su servicio. 

P. Esteban Laxague (Obispo de Viedma. Argentina). 

* 

Mi abrazo fraterno para cada uno.  

Hna. Ana María Donato. 

* 

Bendiciones para este nuevo Equipo de Animación Gene-

ral,  que Dios los ilumine y conceda los dones necesarios 

para llevar adelante la Congregación. Feliz día de la Vida 

Consagrada. Hoy los tuvimos presente en la celebración 

rezando por ustedes. 

Hermanas Salesianas del Barrio 22 Enero, Argentina. 

  Resonancias 

Web MORE ON THE           PAGE 

You will find more information in the Web section of the Congregation (www.msscc.es) dedicated to the 

celebration of the XX General Chapter: www.msscc.es/xxcapitulogeneral/ 
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